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John Durr 

Private J. Durr (47239) 

10th Battalion Manchester Regiment 

Died 6th June 1918 

Buried at Ham British Cemetery, Muille-Villette, Somme, France1 

 

John Durr was born in Stockport in 1891.2 The family were living at 36, High Street3 

but then moved to 7, Fletcher Street close to St. Joseph’s Church.4 Both his parents, 

John (Senior) and Sarah née King, worked in the cotton spinning mills. John was the 

eldest and had two brothers, including Joseph, and five sisters.5 

By 1911 John Durr (Senior) was working for Stockport Borough Council as a 

labourer, possibly in the council depot that was behind St. Joseph’s Church. Also in 

1911 John Durr (Junior) was working as a duffer in the cotton mills.5 At some point 

the family moved to 124, Newbridge Lane.6 

From his original Service Number 37217, it would seem that John enlisted in the 

10th Battalion Manchester Regiment in June 1915.8 After some rapid training John 

was posted to his Battalion then fighting at Gallipoli. He arrived on 24th October 1915 

at the back end of the campaign.7 The Battalion was withdrawn from Gallipoli at the 

end of December 1915. They moved via Mudros to Egypt where they spend the 

whole of 1916 in defence of the Suez Canal and other key installations.9 

In early spring 1917 the Battalion sailed from Egypt arriving at Marseille on 

6th March. By mid-April they had arrived at the Somme. They spent the next year in 

the trenches of the Western Front. The Battalion was in trenches near Hebuterne in 

June 1918 when John died.9 He may have contracted influenza.10 His tombstone has 

the inscription “Their Glory Shall Not Be Blotted Out.”1 

John’s brother, Joseph also enlisted in the South Wales Borderers in December 1915 

and was transferred to the Royal Welch Fusiliers in February 1916. After a spell in 

hospital Joseph was discharged in March 1916 as medically unfit. He had curvature 

of the spine and tuberculosis. It transpired that Joseph had been in a sanatorium for 

6 months during 1915. He was given a sum of £52 in lieu of a pension and went back 

to his previous work as a railway porter.6 
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